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A

ACCESS Availability of a building

ACCESSIBLE The approach and use of a building or structure for physically challenged individuals.

ACCESSIBLE DESIGN A dwelling that meets prescribed requirements enabling the access and egress of physically challenged 
individuals

ACOUSTICS The effect of a sound produced in an enclosed space

ACRYLIC A type of synthetic polymer used as a binder for high-performance, water-based paints and caulks. Some 
acrylic polymers are used in auto finishes, appliance coatings, etc.

ADAPTIVE RE-USE Utilizing an existing space or structure for a new purpose.

ADHESION The ability of a dry paint film or caulk to remain attached to a surface. Adhesion is probably the most 
important property of a paint or caulk.

AEROSOL A container (usually hand-held size) of coating material that is pressurized for spray (atomized) 
applications. Enamels and varnishes are often sold in aerosol cans.

A-FRAME A steep, pitched roof forming a gable in an "A" shape.

AIA The American Institute of Architects

AIRLESS SPRAY Spraying a coating using hydraulic pressure to atomize the coating.

ALCOVE A recessed area adjacent to a larger space, typically enclosed on three sides and often with a lower ceiling. 
Originally used for sleeping quarters.

ALKALI An alkaline, or "basic" chemical substance, such as lime or lye, generally present in fresh cement, concrete 
and plaster.

ALKALI BURN A condition that occurs when the alkalinity in fresh masonry causes the breakdown of a paint's binder, 
resulting in color loss and overall deterioration of the paint film. Most likely to occur with vinyl-acrylic latex 
and oil-based paints applied to masonry surfaces that are less than a year old. Also called Burn Out.

ALKYD A synthetic resin used in oil-based paints. An alkyd resin is made by reacting a drying oil with a hard, 
synthetic material.

ALLIGATORING Patterned cracking in the paint film resembling an alligator's scales. Cracks may affect only a single layer 
of paint and may not reach the surface.

ALUMINUM PAINT A paint, usually solvent-based, that contains aluminum particles and provides a metallic appearance.

AMBIENT LIGHT Measurement of the overall illumination of a room from the reflected sunlight or overhead lighting 
applications.

ANALOGOUS COLOR Colors adjacent to each other on the color wheel (e.g., red next to orange, blue next to green).
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ANDREA PALLADIO Exemplary architect of the Renaissance period who embraced classical proportions and principles in 
architecture.

ANODIZE A chemical process by which a coating is etched onto metal.

ANTI-CORROSIVE PAINT A paint designed to minimize rust or corrosion when applied directly to metal.

ANTIQUE All items - including accessories, art, buildings, furnishings, lighting, sculpture, statuary, and other personal 
possessions - more than 100 years old.

APARTMENT A set of related rooms, in a single building or in a larger group of buildings, with multiple units rented to 
tenants.

APPLIANCE GARAGE An enclosed cabinet for small kitchen appliances.

APPLIANCES Electrical or gas fixtures such as a refrigerator, stove, dishwasher, humidifier, microwave, compactor, 
purifier, toaster or blender.

APRON A horizontal member or decorative band that is mounted below a work surface and attached to the side 
vertical elements for support and stability; a raised panel below a window sill.

ARCADE An open or closed series of arches supported by columns used along passageways, courtyards or 
porches.

ARCH Originally wedge-shaped stones cut to span an opening, this is now defined as a curved opening in a 
doorway, window, cabinet or cornice treatment.

ARCHITECTURAL Motifs resembling three-dimensional architectural elements and ornamentation; pertaining to architecture.

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE Specific or recognizable attributes in architecture.

ARCHITRAVE The lowest section of an entablature, placed just above a column capital; a series of moldings surrounding 
an opening.

AREA A space's width multiplied by its length.

ASID The American Society of Interior Designers.

ASTRAGAL A small, convex molding, sometimes with a repetitive beaded detail.

ASYMMETRICAL Elements positioned off-center from one another.

ATTIC A room within the roof of a building.

ATTIC FAN Large circulating fan mounted in the attic to move air through the building.

B

BACKSPLASH The vertical area behind a counter, with or without a sink, typically measuring 4 inches for a partial 
backsplash an up to 18 or more inches for a full backsplash.
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BALCONY A platform that projects from an interior or exterior wall of a building. It is typically supported by posts, 
columns or corbels and enclosed by a railing or balustrade.

BALCONY RAILING Railing enclosing a balcony, often made of wood, stone or iron.

BALUSTER A small, heavily proportioned pillar used for vertical support in a railing, typically made of wood or stone 
(e.g., a Venetian balcony).

BALUSTRADE Railing composed of a series of balusters, with a bottom rail and top handrail; also used in smaller scale to 
embellish furniture.

BARREL-VAULTED CEILING A semi-cylindrical ceiling treatment.

BARRIER-FREE No access or egress limitations for physically-challenged individuals.

BASEBOARD Trim - often wood, but also marble, vinyl or other materials - used where the floor and wall meet to provide 
a finished edge.

BAUHAUS The practical, theoretical and influential industrial art, craft, architecture and design school of the 20th-
century.

BAY WINDOW Typically composed of three windows constructed with two, angled side windows projecting from an 
exterior wall.

BEAD BOARD A 4 foot by 8 foot sheet of plywood with regularly spaced grooves.

BEAM Horizontal structural support for another floor or roof; large spool used to create woven fabrics.

BENCH SEAT A built-in bench.

BINDER A component of paint that combines the pigment particles into a uniform, continuous paint film and 
makes the paint adhere to the surface. The nature and amount of binder helps determine most of the 
paint's performance properties, including washability, toughness, adhesion, color retention and durability. 
Also, in caulk, it is the component that "binds" the pigment particles into a homogeneous compound and 
makes the caulk adhere to the surface. Caulk's main performance properties - durability, adhesion and 
flexibility at low temperatures - are determined by the binder.

BIOCIDE A biologically active paint and caulk additive designed to keep bacteria from spoiling the paint or caulk 
during storage or to keep mildew from growing on the applied paint.

BLEACHING Loss of color, usually caused by exposure to sunlight.

BLEEDING The migration of material from the substrate, causing paint discoloration.

BLISTERING Lifting of the paint film, which usually appears as bubbles or blisters form the underlying surface. Usually 
caused by heat, moisture or a combination of both.

BLOCK FILLER A thick, paint-like material used to smooth out very rough masonry surfaces, such as cinder block. It is 
generally brush-applied, then painted.
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BLOCKING Two painted surfaces sticking together when pressed against each other, such as a door sticking to the 
jamb or a window sticking to the sill.

BLOCK RESISTANCE Capability of a coating to resist sticking to itself when used on two surfaces that come into contact with 
each other (e.g., door and jamb; window and sill).

BOARD AND BATTEN Barn-like exterior siding constructed of up to 12-inch-wide vertical boards joined side-to-side, with smaller 
boards (1/2- to-1-inch) covering the joints.

BOND Patterned mortar joints between bricks, stones or blocks.

BOXING The mixing of different cans of similar paint to ensure uniformity, especially of color.

BRUSHABILITY The ease with which a coating brushes.

BRUSH MARKS Depressions left in the paint film by a brush.

BUILD (OR FILM BUILD) The thickness of a paint film that tends to be applied when using the normal application technique for that 
paint.

BUILD The construction of a space utilizing various parts, materials and techniques

BUILDING The act of constructing a space from various parts and materials; a structure.

BUILDING STANDARD Standard specifications applied throughout a building or complex.

BUNGALOW The term is often used to describe a single- or 1 1/2-story Arts & Crafts, Craftsman or Prairie style house 
built between 1890 and 1930. These homes typically feature casement windows, gabled and shingled 
roofs with wide overhangs, large porches, wood floors, built-in cabinetry, rockwork combined with wood 
trim, and a fireplace.

BURNISHING Increase in gloss or sheen or the paint film when rubbed, scrubbed or brushed up against; more noticeable 
in darker colors.

BURN OUT See Alkali Burn.

C

CAPITAL Decorative cap placed on a column, pillar or pilaster (e.g., Doric, Ionic, Corinthian, Composite, Tuscan 
architectural orders.)

CARTOUCHE An ornamental shield or scroll, often used as a decorative element above a door, in cornice treatments or 
on a fireplace.

CARYATIDS Supporting columns sculpted in the form of a draped female figure.

CAULK A generic term for a compound used to fill cracks, gaps, seams and joints.

CEILING A permanently constructed, affixed or suspended horizontal structural plane designed to protect 
individuals or objects from exterior weather conditions.
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CEILING TREATMENT Decorative details applied to any type of ceiling.

CHAIR RAIL Wood trim installed horizontally on a wall around a room, usually about 30 inches from the ground. Used 
to scale down a large wall, the chair rail is further adorned with bead board, trim, wallpaper, or contrasting 
paint colors above and below.

CHALKING The formation of fine powder on the surface of paint, due to weathering.

CHECKING Patterns of short, narrow breaks in the top layer of paint. Checking occurs when the paint loses elasticity.

CHEMICAL RESISTANCE The ability of a coating to resist damage from chemicals.

CHROMA The aspect of color in the Munsell color system by which a sample appears to differ from a gray of the 
same lightness or brightness, while corresponding to the perceived color's saturation. Chromatic purity, 
freedom from dilution with white, and hence, vividness of hue.

CID A certified interior designer. Used by some state licensing agencies to identify an interior designer 
registered with the state; used by various organizations to indicate a member who meets their standards.

CIDA The Council for Interior Design Accreditation.

CIRCULATION Spaces designated for individual movement from one area to another.

CLASSIC Designs that have withstood the test of time; classical proportions in architecture; classy or sleek.

CLASSICAL PROPORTIONS Idyllic proportions established in Greek and Roman architecture.

CLERESTORY WINDOW A series of windows installed near the roofline, providing privacy, additional light and air circulation.

CLOSET Free-standing furniture, sheetrock enclosure or custom cabinetry fitted with drawers, rods and racks; used 
to store belongings.

COATING A paint, stain, varnish, lacquer or other finish that provides a protective and/or decorative layer over a 
substrate.

COFFERED CEILING Recessed panels created in a ceiling.

COLONNADE A series of evenly spaced columns to support arches.

COLOR A visual perception of light casting on objects in various hues, lightness and saturation.

COLORANT A concentrated liquid or dry color that is added to a paint to produce a chosen color.

COLOR BOARDS Presentation media to convey a project's specific design concept - utilizing interior finish samples, 
photographs, etc.

COLORFAST The ability to maintain color and not fade excessively under normal conditions.

COLOR FASTNESS Ability to resist color changes due to sunlight exposure.
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COLOR FLAG Small samples of various color ways attached to a larger sample showing the full repeat offered by a 
manufacturer.

COLOR LINE The full range of colors available in a specific product line.

COLOR PALETTE A specific group or range of traits in various colors - which can be contrasting, complementary or 
monochromatic - utilized in a specific project.

COLOR RETENTION The ability of paint to keep its original color and resist fading. The term is generally applied to exterior 
paints.

COLOR SCHEME Particular attributes of color in a project (e.g., light, dark, theme of color).

COLOR TRENDS Introduction of popular color palettes.

COLOR WASHING Faux painting technique using a solid base color and a secondary color glaze, lightly applied to give a 
weathered appearance.

COLOR WAY A variety of color schemes in particular pattern created for a textile fabric, carpet, wall covering, etc.

COLOR WHEEL A circular chart with wedge-shaped segments of different, specific colors. Used in color decorating.

COLUMN Slender, round or square pillars used as structural supports. May also be purely decorative.

COMBING Faux painting technique where a tool with "teeth" is dragged through the wet paint to create striations.

COMBUSTIBLE Refers to any liquid with a flash point of 100 degrees Fahrenheit (37.5 degrees Celcius) or higher.

COMPLEMENTARY COLORS Colors opposite each other on a color wheel (e.g., red and green, blue and orange, purple and yellow).

COMPOSITE ORDER One of five Roman classical column designs, featuring a combination of elements; a subset of designs 
referred to as the "Classic Order of Architecture" (i.e., Doric, Ionic, Corinthian, Composite and Tuscan).

CONCEALED HINGE A hinge attached to a door and frame from the inside, making it invisible from the exterior.

CONCRETE SURFACE A combination of sand, gravel and water formulated into light mixes suitable for interior use.

CONSISTENCY The thickness or brushability of a paint.

CONTRACT Written agreement between two parties establishing operating procedures, pricing, work performance 
schedule, timeline for completion, and other factors related to the progress of a project.

CONTRASTING COLORS Colors separated by at least three colors on the color wheel.

CORBEL An architectural detail projecting from a wall, extending upward and outward.

CORINTHIAN ORDER One of five Roman classical designs, featuring a fluted column and decorative capital with acanthus 
leaves; a subset of designs referred to as the "Classic Order of Architecture" (i.e., Doric, Ionic, Corinthian, 
Composite and Tuscan).
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CORNER CABINET Built-in or independently crafted cabinet designed to fit tightly into the corner of a room, often 
symmetrically flanking two sides of a room.

CORNICE Horizontal band mounted on the wall, often topping drapery treatments (e.g., plain box, padded and 
upholstered, carved wood, painted or stained; a classic Greek architectural construction element, used to 
cap an architrave, with decorative molding applied to a triangular structure crowning a building to shed it 
from rain.

CORROSION Deterioration of metal by oxidation and rusting.

CORROSION-RESISTANT Ability of a substance to resist deterioration due a chemical reaction with its environment. Coatings that 
do this usually contain a corrosive inhibitor.

COTTAGE A small, English-inspired single- or 1 1/2-story country house built with a gabled roof and dormers, using 
rustic materials such as stone and wood shingles, and often featuring a picket fence and garden.

COUNTER Horizontal work surface, which can be freestanding or built-in, often constructed at 29 inches for seating 
height or 36 to 39 inches for standing height

COUNTRY STYLE A design that is characteristic of country living; rustic, timeworn, utilitarian and simple in nature

COURTYARD A private space open to the sky, used for a variety of functions.

COVERAGE The spread rate of a paint or coating, usually expressed in square feet per gallon or square meters per liter. 
With pigmented coatings, it can refer to applied hiding power.

CRACKING The splitting of dry paint or varnish film, usually a result of aging or substrate movement. Different types 
are hairline cracking, checking, crazing, grain cracking and alligatoring.

CRAFTSMAN An individual skilled in the mechanics of a specific art.

CRATERING The formation of bowl-shaped depressions in a paint or varnish.

CRESTING Ornamental ridge at the top of a wall or roof peak.

CROWN MOLDING Molding installed where the wall and ceiling meet or at the top of case goods.

CSI The Construction Specifications Institute

CUBIC AREA The length times width times height of a space.

CUPOLA A roof with a dome shape.

CURTAINS Long horizontal runs in a coating film that occur on a vertical surface when a coating is applied too heavily.

CURVILINEAR Curving lines.

CUSTOM Made to order.
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CUSTOM COLOR Special colors that are made by adding colorant to paint or by intermixing paints of different colors. 
Permits the preparation of a selected color paint at the point of sale.

CUTTING IN To carefully paint a clean edge, usually a straight line, which is parallel to an adjacent surface. For example, 
paint the frame of a window, but not the glass.

CYLINDRICAL Round, tubular in shape.

D

DEAD FLAT Having no sheen or gloss.

DECK To cover or trim with ornamentation; a horizontal platform serving as a floor.

DECO Streamlined designs depicting motifs from the Art Deco period.

DECORATOR An individual with an interest and experience in residential decoration, but who lacks a formal education 
in interior design, which includes training in architecture, space planning, interior fixtures, furniture and 
finishes, lighting design, custom furniture and textile design, furniture and textile history, and business 
ethics and standards, in conjunction with the ability to draft floor plans, reflected ceiling plans, elevations, 
and perspectives by hand or digitally for formal presentation.

DE-GLOSSER A liquid preparation used to remove the gloss of a painted surface to slightly roughen or give "tooth" to the 
substrate, to improve adhesion of the coating being applied.

DEGREASER A solvent or compounded material used for removing oils, fats or grease from a substrate.

DEMISING WALL Any interior wall dividing one leased portion of a building from another.

DENTIL Rectangular or square blocks equally spaced along a piece of molding, creating a "tooth" pattern.

DEPTH In design and drafting, the overall, front-to-back measurement of an object.

DESIGN To execute artistic arrangements skillfully.

DFT Dried film thickness, generally expressed in mils.

DIRT PICK-UP Accumulation of dirt, dust and/or other debris on the paint film. Dirt pick-up may resemble mildew.

DISTRESS A finishing technique that creates an aged patina, uneven or worn appearance.

DOME Round, vaulted interior ceiling; exterior roof construction.

DOMICILE A home or abode (i.e., legal residence).

DOOR SURROUND Trim elements surrounding a doorway or cased opening, which can consist of pediments, pilasters or 
moldings.

DOOR SWING The direction a door operates relative to the hinge (e.g., swing right, swing left, swing in, swing out).
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DOORWAY A framed opening in a building or room.

DORIC ORDER One of five Greek classical column designs, featuring smooth columns and an unadorned capital and 
base; a subset of designs referred to as the "Classic Orders of Architecture" (i.e., Doric, Ionic, Corinthian, 
Composite and Tuscan.)

DORMER WINDOW A vertical window projection set into a sloped roof.

DOUBLE-HUNG WINDOW A window with two sashes, operating to slide past one another on a wood track.

DOWNLIGHT A light source facing down from the ceiling.

DRAFTING Creation of hand-drawn, "mechanical" drawings, including cabinetry, elevations, floor plans, reflected 
ceiling plans and architectural details.

DRYING TIME The interval between coating application and readiness for service.

DRY TO RE-COAT The drying time of a coating after which another coat of paint can be applied without damaging the 
previous coat.

DRY TO SAND The drying time of a sandable coating after which it can be sanded without the excess sticking to or 
clogging the sandpaper.

DRY TO TOUCH The drying time of coating after which it has hardened enough that it may be touched lightly with any of it 
adhering.

DRYWALL COMPOUND A highly extended paste used to make a continuous seam between pieces of drywall (sheetrock); also 
used to repair cracks, holes and other defects. It is sanded smooth before painting.

DURABILITY The degree to which a coating or caulk can withstand the destructive effects of the environment to which 
it is exposed. The term also refers to interior applications, including the ability to withstand scrubbing, 
abrasion, etc.

DUTCH DOOR A door split horizontally into two pieces, operating together or independently.

DWELLING A structure in which one lives (i.e., living quarters).

E

EAVES The lower edge of a roof extending beyond the exterior wall.

ECLECTIC Utilizing elements from multiple sources and styles.

EFFLORESCENCE A whitish powder (mineral deposits) that sometimes appears on masonry surfaces; it is carried to the 
surface by moisture.

EGGSHELL An interior paint that has a low-luster; satin-like appearance. A gloss level between flat and semi-gloss.

EGRESS A place or means of exiting.
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ELASTICITY The ability of paint or caulk to expand and contract with the substrate without suffering damage or 
changes in appearance. Expansion and contraction are usually caused by temperature and humidity 
fluctuations.

ELASTOMERIC COATING A thick, flexible paint that bridges hairline cracks. It can be stretched repeatedly and immediately returns to 
approximately its original length. It is commonly used on masonry surfaces.

ELECTRICAL PLAN The layout of all wiring, including outlets, under-counter lights, lighting fixtures, etc.

ELEVATION A scaled drawing depicting details on an exterior or interior wall.

ENAMEL Technically, an enamel is a colored varnish or high-gloss paint. Generally, the term is used for high-quality, 
dirt-resistant paints (usually for interior use) that may have a sheen level from satin to glossy. These 
coatings are used for more demanding applications such as kitchens, bathrooms, etc.

ENFILADE The linear arrangement of interior doors providing a vista when the doors remain open; a French term that 
describes a low, provincial buffet with four or more doors.

ENTABLATURE Classical Greek horizontal, architectural element spanning two or more columns. It is created by 
combining an architrave (beam) with a frieze (decorative band) and cornice (top).

ENVIRONMENT The area or surroundings in which one exists.

ESCUTCHEON A protective plate installed behind doorknobs or as a keyhole cover.

EYEBROW ARCH A shallow arch resembling the shape of an eyebrow.

F

FADING Lightening of the paint's color, usually caused by exposure to light, heat or weather.

FANLIGHT A semi-circular or arched window with radiating, fan-like divisions in the glass, typically used over 
doorways, windows and interior cased openings.

FARMHOUSE A rural house, typically simple in nature.

FAUX Reproducing or re-interpreting a finish on any surface.

FAUX BOIS Reproducing or re-interpreting a painted wood grain finish, as well as furnishings or objects imitating wood 
logs, branches and bark textures.

FEATHERING A process used to blend a small area into its surroundings after spot-priming, applying a filler, or scraping 
off an area of old paint.

FENESTRATION The stylistic placement of windows on a building.

FENG SHUI Wind and water; ancient Chinese practice of harmonizing the environment with spiritual forces.

FERROUS A metal that contains iron; most ferrous metals are subject to rusting.
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FIBER CEMENT SIDING Siding composed of cement, sand and cellulose fiber that has been cured under pressure to increase 
strength and stability. The fiber is added to reinforce the concrete and prevent cracking.

FIDER The Foundation for Interior Design Research, now known as the Council for Interior Design Accreditation 
(CIDA).

FINISH SCHEDULE Documents detailing doors, windows, furniture, room finishes, colors and other components needing 
clarification for construction purposes.

FIRE BOX An open masonry area built in a wall at the base of a chimney to house a fire.

FIRE PROOF A fire-retardant barrier added to any object to inhibit the spread of fire.

FIRE RATED Underwriters Laboratories (UL) fire-resistance rating system that is required for building applications.

FIRE RETARDANT Durable (permanent) or non-durable (temporary) applications to decrease flammability.

FLAKING The detachment of pieces of paint from the substrate, caused by a loss of adhesion and/or elasticity.

FLAMMABILITY The ability of a substance to ignite; having a flash point lower than 100 degrees Fahrenheit (37.5 degrees 
Celsius).

FLASH POINT The lowest temperature at which the vapors of a liquid can catch fire.

FLAT PAINT A paint with little or no sheen. Used primarily on interior walls and ceilings and exterior wall areas.

FLEXIBILITY The degree to which a coating or sealant, after drying, is able to conform to the movement of its substrate 
without damage.

FLOOR COVERING Any material used on a floor to provide comfort, slip resistance, protection or decoration.

FLOORING Synonymous with floor covering.

FLOOR PLAN A scaled drawing, typically drawn and one-quarter-inch to one-foot scale, indicating walls, windows, 
electrical outlets, interior finishes and furniture placement.

FLOW The ability of a coating to even out upon application so that brush and roller marks are not visible.

FLUE The channel above a fireplace used to carry smoke and heat to the exterior of a structure.

FLUTING A Grecian or classical design element with concave or recessed grooves running lengthwise on a column, 
pilaster or wood trim.

FOAMING The formation of bubbles that results in small, round, concave depressions (cratering). This occurs when 
bubbles in a paint film break during paint application and drying.

FOB Freight on board; goods shipped to the location specified without additional charge.

FRESCO A painted mural or decoration on a wet plaster wall or ceiling.
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FRET Ornamental, geometric pattern repeated within a border.

FRETWORK Victorian, machine-made decorative wood panels created by combining various shapes, patterns and sizes 
of wood pieces together into an intricate, openwork design; Chinese lattice detailing.

FRIEZE An ornamental band of an entablature sitting above the architrave and below the cornice.

FROSTING Frosting appears as white, salt-like substance on the paint surface. Although frosting can appear on 
any color, it is most visible on darker colors. When it occurs on masonry, it is sometimes mistaken for 
efflorescence.

G

GALLERY A narrow exterior porch or balcony; a succession of rooms to display art; a rail with small wood or metal 
spindles attached to the outer edge of cabinetry.

GALVANIZED A ferrous metal that is covered with zinc to protect it from rusting.

GAZEBO An outdoor, freestanding structure with a roof, typically octagonal, and open on all sides.

GFI Ground fault interrupter. By code, it is required for electrical receptacles in areas where water is present, 
such as bathrooms.

GILDING The act of applying a thin overlay of gold leaf.

GINGERBREAD A term often used to describe elaborate, lathe-turned or carved wood details adorning Victorian structures, 
including fretwork, brackets, posts, pilasters, pediments, etc.

GLAZING COMPOUND A caulk, sealant or putty that is used to seal a glass pane into its frame.

GLOSS The shininess or reflectiveness of a coating. Flat paints have no gloss, while high-gloss paints have a very 
noticeable gloss.

GLOSS RETENTION The ability of a coating to maintain its gloss; pertains especially to semi-gloss and gloss exterior coatings.

GOTHIC ARCH A steep, arched opening with a pointed center and gradual curve; no keystone used.

GRAIN The direction, size, arrangement or appearance of the fibers in wood or veneer.

GRAIN CRACKING Cracking of a coating parallel to the grain of the wood substance.

GRAIN RAISING The swelling and standing up of a short, broken fibers of wood caused by absorption of a liquid. Water is 
particularly inclined to cause this.

GREEK COLUMN Monumental, large, round, tapered vertical supports, with a smooth or fluted detail, for an architrave in 
Greek architecture.

GREEN DESIGN Sustainable design methods utilizing recycled, renewable and environmentally friendly materials and 
design elements (e.g., energy-efficient insulation, solar power, water-conservation methods, renewable 
bamboo flooring).
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GROUT A thin mortar used to fill in spaces between tiles, bricks or other surfaces.

GYPSUM A natural, crystalline, calcium sulfate used as an extender pigment in paint, as well as the manufacture of 
gypsum wallboard and plaster of Paris.

H

HANDRAIL A rail to be used by hand, installed as a support or guard on a balcony, staircase, porch, etc.

HARDBOARD A generic term for a smooth or textured grainless panel manufactured primarily from compressed wood 
fibers;. Used as exterior siding.

HARDWARE Various materials, such as iron, brass, bronze, wood, chrome and plastic, added to mechanize the 
operation of cabinetry drawers and doors, drapery, etc.

HARDWOOD Wood from a slow-growing tree, which is dense and strong.

HEARTH A fireproof floor extending out from a fireplace into a room for fire protection.

HEIGHT In design and drafting, this refers to the overall measurement, from top to bottom, of an object.

HIDING POWER The ability of paint or stain to obscure the surface on which it has been applied. Hiding power is provided 
by the paint's pigment and is affected by how thick the paint is applied and how well brush marks flow.

HIGH-STYLE Any style, fashion or design considered most up-to-date; often costly.

HOLDOUT The ability of a paint film to dry to a normal finish on an absorptive surface.

HOLIDAY Skipped or missed areas left uncoated with paint.

HOME The primary residence of an individual or household used for shelter and place of refuge.

HOME OFFICE The allocation of a specific residential space to conduct business.

HOME THEATER An electronic equipment system designed to create theater-quality images and sound in a home.

HOSPITALITY DESIGN Interior design specialization for individuals with specific knowledge and skills for the professional/hotel/
motel/convention design market.

HOUSE A structure independent of any other structure, in which to live (i.e., living quarters).

HUE The basis of color (e.g., red, blue, yellow, green) based on the amount of light and wavelength across the 
color spectrum.

HVAC Heating, ventilation and air conditioning.

I

IIDA The International Interior Design Association
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ILLUMINATE To enhance a space with light.

INCANDESCENT LIGHT Light from a conventional bulb, halogen bulb or heat lamp.

INDIRECT LIGHTING Glare-free, ambient lighting on ceilings, walls or floors, encased and hidden from view (e.g., sconce, 
uplight, downlight).

INDOOR AIR QUALITY The measurement of a number of contaminants suspended in the air inside a structure.

INORGANIC Matter other than that of animal or vegetable origin. For example, minerals and simple salts are inorganic 
materials.

INTER-COAT A layer of paint that is "sandwiched" between two others. Also refers to something occurring between two 
coats, as in "inter-coat adhesion".

INTERIOR Inside a structure, building or room.

INTERIOR DESIGN The business of artistically decorating and furnishing the interior of any structure.

INTERIOR DESIGNER One who has attended a certified interior design program, including training in architecture, facility 
management, space planning, interior fixtures, furniture, equipment specifications and finishes (FFE), 
furniture and textile history, custom millwork, furniture, product, lighting and textile design, cost estimation, 
field verification and surveys, project administration, programming, coordination, business ethics and 
standards, and ADA compliance, in conjunction with the ability to draft and execute floor plans, reflected 
ceiling plans, elevations, perspectives by hand or digital CAD for formal presentations. In addition, 
experience under the supervision of a professional interior designer for a minimum of three years.

IONIC ORDER One of five Roman classical column designs, featuring a pair of volutes or opposing large scrolls on the 
capital, placed on top of tapered, fluted columns; a subset of designs referred to as the "Classic Orders of 
Architecture" (e.g., Doric, Ionic, Corinthian, Composite and Tuscan).

IRONWORK Decorative, hand-forged iron or cast-iron grilles, screens, gates, grates, etc.

J

JOINT COMPOUND A paste-like filler used for filling and finishing gypsum board.

JOIST A floor or ceiling beam support.

K

KEYNOTE COVER A decorative hinged-plate installed over a keyhole.

KEY PATTERN A classical, decorative pattern composed of angular, symmetrical and geometric designs (e.g., Greek Key).

KEYSTONE Originally the center structural wedge-stone of an arched opening, but may simply be decorative trim in the 
shape of a wedge capping an arched opening.

KITCHEN DESIGN A specialty or subset of interior design focusing on kitchens.
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L

LAPPING Color and sheen differences that occur when wet and dry layers overlap during spray, brush or roller 
application. Also known as "Lap Marks".

LATEX PAINT Water-based paint made with a synthetic (e.g., latex, such as acrylic; vinyl acrylic; or styrene acrylic latex) 
binder.

LAY-OFF A process where a brush is used to smooth out paint that has been applied to a surface.

LEAD A soft, malleable heavy metal. In the past, compounds of lead were used as a white pigment, as well as 
in primers to prevent tannin bleed-through. Lead paint is most commonly found in pre-1950 buildings. DO 
NOT remove or sand paint containing lead without consulting local health officials or a certified lead-
abatement contractor.

LEVELING (OR FLOW AND 
LEVELING)

The ability of a coating to form a smooth film without brush marks.

LIGHT FASTNESS The ability of a color or paint film to withstand exposure to sunlight without fading.

LIGHT REFLECTANCE VALUE 
(LRV)

The amount of light reflected from a painted surface, expressed as a number between 1 and 100.

LIGHT SOURCE The origin of light (e.g., chandelier, recessed lighting, uplight.)

LINSEED OIL Drying oil obtained from flaxseed. It is darker and slower drying than most other drying oils. Once widely 
used in coatings, it now has limited use in oil-based house paint and oil wood finishes.

LINTEL A horizontal wood member used to span an opening.

LIQUID SANDER, LIQUID 
SANDPAPER

A liquid chemical used to degloss a painted surface in order to improve adhesion of an applied coating.

LIVING QUARTERS Any structure functioning as a home for multiple activities, including cooking, relaxing, sleeping and 
bathing.

LOFT An urban, expansive warehouse space, which is often converted into living quarters; platform or level 
above another interior area.

LOW-SHEEN FINISH A paint that has a low-luster appearance. Its gloss level is between eggshell and flat.

M

MANSION A extensive and extravagant house.

MANTLE The decorative fireplace treatment surrounding the fire-proof material of the firebox. It is typically created 
of wood, stone, marble, iron or a combination of materials and is often composed of pilasters and 
pediments. It may feature carvings and caryatids.

MARBLING A decorative painting technique that imitates the color and pattern of marble.
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MARINE FINISHES Paints and varnishes specifically formulated to withstand saltwater immersion and exposure to marine 
atmospheres.

MASONRY Any mineral-based building material such as cement, mortar, stone, brick and stucco.

METAMERISM The phenomenon in which two color samples appear to match under one light source, yet differ under 
another. Two such samples are called metameric pair.

MILDEW A fungus (mold) that grows on exterior painted surfaces, as well as on interior bathroom walls and other 
humid or poorly ventilated interior areas.

MILDEWCIDE A chemical agent, often included in exterior paints and caulks, that discourages mildew growth on the 
painted surface.

MILDEW RESISTANCE The ability of a paint or caulk to resist mildew growth on its surface.

MILL SCALE A term that refers to the combination of dirt, rust and general grime that forms on a metal surface.

MINERAL SPIRITS A hydrocarbon solvent distilled from petroleum; paint thinner may be mostly or all mineral spirits.

MITERED CORNER Any material, including wood or fabric, folded or joined to create a 45-degree angle.

MOISTURE RESISTANCE The ability of a coating to resist swelling, blistering and other damage caused by moisture.

MOLDING A straight or decorative strip used for ornamentation.

MONOCHROMATIC Of one color; dark to light (e.g.; a black-and-white color scheme that encompasses black through all the 
shades of gray to white).

MORTAR Lime and/or cement mixed with sand and water, forming a paste that adheres to brick, stone, marble or 
other hard surfaces to one another.

MOULDING The British spelling for "molding."

MSDS Material Safety Data Sheet. An informational document provided by the manufacturer regarding the safety 
and handling procedures and precautions for materials used in the workplace.

MUD-CRACKING A paint failure that looks like cracked mud. It occurs when a coating is applied too thickly, such as heavy 
application in corners.

MURAL A scene or image painted or wallpapered onto a wall.

N

NAP The fibers on a paint roller cover.

NCIDQ The National Council for Interior Design Qualifications.

NEUTRAL COLORS White, off-white, light beige and gray; colors that generally blend well with all other colors.
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NEWEL POST A decorative post used to support the beginning or intermediate intervals between spindles and rails on a 
staircase.

NIC Not in contract.

NICHE A recessed opening, often arched at the top, that is set in a wall and may be light from the top to display 
sculpture or objects of art.

O

OCCUPANCY LOAD The maximum number of people expected to use a space.

OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND 
HEALTH ADMINISTRATION 
(OSHA)

An agency of the federal government that sets workplace health and safety standards for U.S. employees.

OCULUS A circular window or a circular opening at the top of a dome.

OFFICE Individual properties or space within a building specifically designed for conducting business activities and 
transactions.

OGEE EDGE An edge detail with an "S"-shaped profile.

OIL-BASED PAINTS Paints made with drying oil - such as linseed, soya or tung oil - as the vehicle and binder, with mineral 
spirits or paint thinner acting as the thinning agent. They generally dry very hard, but take longer to dry than 
latex paints and require more time between coats. 

OPACITY The ability to keep light from passing through. A paint with high opacity will hide the substrate well.

OPAQUE STAIN An exterior stain that obscures the natural color and grain of wood, but still allows the texture to show 
through. Generally, one coat is applied to bare wood.

ORGANIC Refers to a substance derived from living matter; the molecular structure contains carbon.

OUTDOOR LIVING Furnished spaces created outdoors for family activities.

OVERDOOR A horizontal, arched or gabled building element added over a door surround or entry door.

OXIDATION A chemical reaction with oxygen. For example, the drying of oils in oil-based paint or the rusting of iron or 
steel.

P

PAINTED A surface fully or partially coated with paint.

PAINTING The act of applying a coat or layer of paint to a surface; an object of art created with various paints (e.g.; 
acrylic, oil, watercolor).

PAINT INCOMPATIBILITY Loss of adhesion when a water-based topcoat is applied over many old coats of oil-based paint.
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PALLADIAN Denotes designs originally created by the Roman architect Andrea Palladio.

PALLADIAN ARCH A half-moon-shaped arch.

PALLADIAN WINDOW An arched window mounted above two rectangular windows or over a door flanked by sidelights.

PANELING Wood panels applied continuously to an interior wall.

PANIC HARDWARE Door-locking hardware designed to allow immediate exit from a building in an emergency.

PARQUET Wood floor laid in geometric patterns.

PARTITION WALL A non-structural, interior-dividing wall.

PASSAGEWAY An area of circulation; pass-through.

PEDIMENT An interior architectural trim detail applied over doorways, mantles or window openings (e.g., arched 
pediment, Georgian broken pediment).

PEELING The detachment of paint from the surface in ribbons or sheets. Like flaking, it is the result of loss of 
adhesion and film integrity. Peeling can be inter-coat or down to the substrate.

PENETRATING FINISH A coating that is absorbed into the substrate, rather than forming a film on its surface.

PERMEABLE The ability to allow something (such as water vapor) to pass through without harm.

PICTURE FRAMING A non-uniform color effect that can appear when the corners are first cut in with a brush and then the walls 
are rolled. The brushed areas generally appear darker, resembling the "frame" of a picture. Also, sprayed 
areas may be darker than adjacent sections that are brushed or rolled.

PIED-À-TERRE A French phrase, meaning "foot-on-ground," refers to a temporary residence, apartment or vacation 
destination.

PIGMENT A powdery substance that is one of the basic components of a paint or caulk. It provides whiteness or 
color, hiding power and bulk.

PITCH The degree of roof slope; angle of inclination.

PLAN VIEW A scaled layout, typically drawn at one-fourth-inch to one-foot scale, showing all walls, windows, openings, 
door swings, floor levels, ceiling angles, etc., with supporting documents in larger scale detailing 
construction specifications.

PLINTH A square block serving as a base for a pilaster or column.

PO A purchase order.

POCKET DOOR An interior door on a track that disappears from view when slid into a space inside the wall.

POLYURETHANE VARNISH A clear coating that is based on a modified alkyd resin.
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PORCH An open or closed gallery or glassed-in room attached to a main structure.

PORTICO An entrance to a building with columns supporting a roof. It can be large enough to enable cars to drive 
under for protection while exiting a vehicle.

POST A slender, vertical structural support in post-and-beam construction (e.g., a 4-by-4 post, a 4-by-12 beam).

POST-AND-BEAM 
CONSTRUCTION

A construction technique using wood posts and wood beams.

PRESERVATIVE A substance used to prevent the growth of micro-organisms in or on an organic base. An example is an 
ingredient in latex paint used to prevent spoilage.

PRIMARY COLORS Red, yellow and blue are the basis of all other colors on a color wheel.

PRIMER The first complete coat of paint applied in a painting system. Many primers are designed to provide 
adequate adhesion between the surface and subsequent topcoats. Most primers contain some 
pigment, while some lend uniformity to the topcoat, inhibit corrosion of the substrate, or prevent topcoat 
discoloration.

PRIMER-SEALER The first coating that minimized or prevents the penetration of the topcoat into the substrate.

PRINT RESISTANCE The ability of a coating to resist pressed-in markings from an object placed on it.

Q

QUARTER-SAWN Logs cut into quarters lengthwise to reveal intricate wood grain patterns.

R

RAIL A single, horizontal structural support used to connect balusters or spindles (e.g., top rail, bottom rail, side 
rail).

RAILING A series of rails used as structural support for various applications, including staircases and balconies.

RAMP A sloped surface or walkway connecting two levels, often designed for access by physically challenged 
persons.

RANCH HOUSE Historically, a dwelling for a rancher and his family. Typically, one level with attached garage. A ranch-style 
home is recognized as the most common single-family home. It is known for its simple, informal design; 
long, continuous layout; simple, open floor plans; lack of ornate detailing; long, low pitched, often gabled 
roofline; deep-set, overhanging eaves; and exteriors of stucco, brick and wood.

RECESSED LIGHT A lighting fixture installed within a ceiling.

RE-COAT TIME The interval required between the application of successive coats of paint. This time period is usually 
listed on the label.

REFLECTANCE The ratio of the light that radiates onto a surface to the amount that is reflected back.
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REFLECTED CEILING PLAN A scaled drawing of a space indicating all ceiling fixtures and height transitions.

RELATED COLORS Two colors that are next to each other on the color wheel.

RESIDENCE A place to reside; a dwelling.

RESIN A natural or synthetic material utilized as a binder for a paint or caulk. The term is generally used for oil-
based or latex binders such as "alkyd resin" or "acrylic resin."

ROOF Exterior shingles, metal, clay tile or other waterproof materials covering the structural canopy of a building.

RUST The reddish, brittle oxide that forms on iron or its alloys. It is a result of exposure to air, humidity or 
chemicals.

S

SAND FINISH A rough-finish plaster wall or a paint that has been texturized with sand.

SANDING SEALER An especially hard first coat that can seal and fill, but will not obscure, the grain of the wood. The surface is 
sanded before the subsequent coats are applied.

SATURATION The "concentration" of a certain hue. Highly saturated colors are vibrant, while low-saturation colors are 
muted and no saturation leads to some shades of gray.

SCALE A drafting instrument used to measure and establish distances or relationships in a specific volume of 
space.

SCOPE OF SERVICES Complete details on services being offered.

SCRUBBABILITY The ability of a coating to resist wearing away or changing its original appearance when rubbed with a 
brush, sponge or cloth and abrasive soap.

SEALANT Often used as a synonym for "caulk." The word "sealant" usually means a compound that has greater 
performance than a caulk (i.e., it can accommodate movement in a joint or crack).

SEALER A liquid coat that seals wood, plaster, etc. and prevents the surface from absorbing paint or varnish. 
Sealers may be transparent and can act as primers. Some sealers are designed to be left uncoated.

SECONDARY COLOR The blend of two primary colors on a color wheel. Secondary colors are orange (red + yellow), green (blue 
+ yellow) and purple (blue + red).

SEMI-GLOSS FINISH A paint with a gloss level between high gloss and eggshell/satin.

SEMI-TRANSPARENT STAIN A stain that alters the natural color of the wood, yet allows the grain and texture to show through. The term 
is generally applied to exterior products, but applies also to interior wiping stains used for trim, furniture 
and floors.

SETTLING The sinking of pigments or other solid matter in the paint standing in a container, with the subsequent 
accumulation on the bottom of the container.



GLOSSARY OF TERMS

21

SHADE A shade is created when black is added to a color; a darker variant of a color.

SHELLAC Alcohol-soluble, clear- to orange-colored resin derived from lac (a substance created by insects on tree 
branches, mainly in India). It is used as a sealer and clear finish for floors, for sealing knots and in "alcohol-
based" primers. Thinner is denatured alcohol.

SHINGLES Narrow, overlapping pieces of wood or slate installed as roofing or siding.

SHUTTERS A window treatment of horizontal (stationary or operable) wood slats within a frame that are mounted on a 
window for protection against harsh weather conditions, security or applied as decoration.

SIDELIGHT Stationary, vertical windows flanking an operating exterior door.

SILICONE A compound used in the manufacture of binders and characterized by outstanding heat resistance, high 
water repellancy and chemical resistance. It is a key ingredient in some caulks and sealants and in the 
formulation of many effective defoamers for latex paints.

SILICONIZED ACRYLIC 
SEALANT

Similar to an acrylic sealant, except it has a small amount of silane (hence, its name), which enhances 
adhesion to glass and aluminum under wet conditions.

SINGLE COLOR SCHEME The utilization of different values of a single color in a decorating scheme. Also called "monochromatic."

SKINNING The film that forms on the surface of a stored paint or caulk. It is caused by exposure to air.

SKYLIGHT A window installed in a roof to provide additional light to an interior space.

SLEEPING QUARTERS Spaces designated solely for sleeping.

SOFFIT The underside of a structural member (e.g., dropped ceiling, overhang).

SOFTWOOD The group of trees (fir, pine, spruce, hemlock) characterized by needles and being (for the most part) 
evergreen. The term does not refer to the hardness of wood.

SOLAR PANEL A panel installed to collect, store and convert energy from the sun into electricity.

SOLVENT A usually volatile liquid in which a paint's film-forming particles are dissolved or dispersed.

SPACE PLANNING Arranging fixtures, furnishings and equipment within a given space, taking into account traffic flow, 
furniture scale, use of occupants, physically challenged requirements, etc.

SPACKLING COMPOUND A powder mixed with water or a ready-mix compound that is primarily used to fill large cracks in walls. It 
dries hard and can be sanded and painted, but does not tolerate much substrate movement.

SPANDREL The triangular space beneath a stair stringer; decorations placed in the area on the right and left of an arch 
within the enclosing right angle. 

SPAR VARNISH An exterior varnish with good water resistance and the ability to resist weathering. Named for its original 
use on the spars of ships.

SPATTER (SPLATTER) Droplets of paint that spin or mist off the roller or brush as paint is applied.
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SPECIFICATION A detailed outline, including all important and necessary criteria, for construction or implementation.

SPONGE PAINTING (SPONGING) An interior painting technique in which natural sea sponges are used to apply or partially remove a "glaze 
coat" of paint.

SPOT-PRIME To apply a primer to those areas where paint has been removed or stripped to the original surface.

SPRAY A method of application in which the paint is broken up into a fine mist and directed, under pressure, to 
the surface. Specific types of spray equipment are aerosol, airless, airless with air-assist and high volume 
pressure (HVLP).

SPREAD RATE The volume of a coating that can cover a given area. The recommended spread rate is usually indicated 
on the apint can (e.g.,450 sq.ft./gallon or 11 m2/l). Spread rate depends on application method and 
technique, porosity of the substrate, as well as on the nature of a particular coating.

SQUARE FEET Width times length, also referred to as "area" (e.g., two feet by two feet equals four square feet, three feet 
by three feet equals nine square feet).

SQ. FT. The abbreviation for square feet or square foot.

SQUARE YARD One yard (three feet) width by one yard (three feet) length (e.g., two square yards by two square yards 
equals four square yards).

SQ. YD. The abbreviation for square yard.

STAIN A partly transparent coating that can color wood without obscuring the grain and/or the texture. Also 
refers to materials that soil the surface of a coating.

STAIN BLEED-THROUGH This occurs when tannins found in certain types of wood (such as cedar or redwood) migrates through the 
coating, causing discoloration. Also, discoloration from a contaminant on the substrate.

STAIN RESISTANCE The ability of a coating to resist soiling.

STAIRCASE A complete unit, consisting of risers, treads, stringer and handrail, transitioning from one level to another 
(e.g., stairwell).

STAIRWELL The entire open area encompassing a staircase.

STENCILING A method of applying a design by brushing or sponging paint through a cutout overlay placed on the 
surface.

STRIPPING Removing old paint, varnish, etc. by using paint remover, sandpaper, heat gun or scraping tools. Also, the 
removal of wallpaper.

STUCCO Fine plaster or cement made of Portland cement, sand and lime applied to a structure as ornamentation.

STUDIO A space designated for creative pursuits such as painting, sculpture or design work; also used to describe 
an apartment or living quarters (e.g., studio apartment). 

SUBSTRATE Any surface to which a coating or sealant is applied.



GLOSSARY OF TERMS

23

SURFACTANT LEACHING Also called "water-spotting" and "weeping." Surfactant leaching causes blotchy, sometimes glossy, tan or 
brownish spots to appear on the surface of latex paints.

SUSTAINABLE DESIGN The conservation of building resources utilizing recycled or renewable materials.

T

TACKY The stage in the paint's drying process at which the film is sticky when lightly touched.

TERTIARY COLOR A primary and secondary color on the color wheel blended together. Tertiary colors are yellow-green, blue-
green, blue-purple, red-purple, red-orange and yellow-orange.

THEMED ENVIRONMENTS Entertainment or gaming destinations oriented toward a lifestyle, culture, storyline, historical or fictional 
incident, which offer unique attributes and experiences.

THINNER A liquid that, along with the binder, forms the paint's vehicle. The thinner evaporates after the paint is 
applied. Water is the thinner used in latex paint, while turpentine, mineral spirits and denatured alcohol are 
thinners associated with different solvent-based coatings; the liquid used to thin the coating.

TINT A tint is created when white is added to a color or when colorant is added to a liquid paint.

TITANIUM DIOXIDE (TIO2) An expensive, high-opacity, bright-white pigment that is used as a prime pigment in both latex- and solvent-
based paints.

TONE A tone is created when gray is added to a color.

TONE ON TONE Using two or more shades of the same hue.

TONGUE AND GROOVE Wood joinery created by milling a tongue on the edge of a flat board, which slips into a corresponding 
groove on an adjacent board.

TOOTH In a dry paint film, a fine texture that is imparted either by a proportion of relatively course or abrasive 
pigment or by abrasives used in sanding; this texture improves the burnish properties and also provides a 
good base for the adhesion of a subsequent coat of paint.

TOPCOAT The coating intended to be the last coat applied in a coating system. Usually applied over a primer, 
undercoater or surfacer. Also called a "finish coat".

TOUCH-UP The application of paint on small areas of painted surfaces to repair misses, mars, scratches and places 
where the coating has deteriorated, in order to restore the finish.

TOXIC Harmful or poisonous.

TRACK LIGHTING Adjustable incandescent fixtures mounted along an electrified metal track installed on the ceiling.

TRANSLUCENT A semi-opaque surface, which diffuses light while partially obscuring a view (e.g., privacy window, etched 
or frosted glass, window film).

TRANSOM A narrow, horizontal, hinged or fixed decorative glass window placed over a doorway to create additional 
light or to improve air circulation; often used in combination with sidelights.
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TRANSPARENT A completely see-through surface or object (e.g., a clear window, crystal prism, glass paperweight).

TRIADIC COLOR SCHEME A color scheme using three colors that are equidistant on the color wheel.

TURPENTINE A colorless, volatile oil distilled from pine. Used as a thinner and cleaning solvent in the past, it has since 
been replaced by mineral spirits or white spirits.

TUSCAN ORDER One of five Roman classical column designs, featuring proportionately shorter, smooth columns with an 
unadorned capital and base; a subset of designs referred to as the "Classic Order of Architecture" (i.e., 
Doric, Ionic, Corinthian, Composite and Tuscan).

U

ULTRAVIOLET RADIATION (UV) The portion of the radiant energy of the sun's spectrum that causes damage to coatings, sealants and to 
the surface of unprotected wood.

ULTRAVIOLET RESISTANCE The ability of a coating or sealant to remain undamaged when subjected to UV radiation, as from direct 
sunlight.

UNDERCOAT, UNDERCOATING A coating, generally pigmented, used on bare wood that provides improved adhesion and/or maximized 
gloss and uniformity to the finish coat.

UNDER-COUNTER LIGHT Illumination placed beneath upper cabinets to provide additional task lighting.

UNDERTONE A subtle or subdued color of limited intensity that lends character or the dominant color of a coating.

UNIVERSAL DESIGN Items and spaces that can be accessed and utilized by individuals, regardless of age, size or physical 
challenges.

UPLIGHT A light source originating from the floor and shining up toward an object.

V

VARNISH A liquid coating applied to wood that forms a protective barrier.

VARNISH STAIN A varnish that has a transparent color added. It usually has less penetrating power than a true stain.

VAULTED CEILING A ceiling that forms an arched canopy.

VEGETABLE OIL Oil obtained from the seeds or nuts of vegetable growth. Some of these are "drying oils," such as linseed, 
soy, tung and oiticica, which are used as binders for oil-based paints and varnishes.

VERDIGRIS A greenish patina found on aged brass, bronze or copper.

VILLA Originally a large country estate in ancient Rome, including land, living quarters and farm buildings. The 
term is also used to describe luxurious, Italian-style mansions with sweeping grounds, stucco exterior, clay 
tile roof and eyebrow-arched openings.

VINYL SIDING WARP The warping or buckling of vinyl siding panels that have been repainted.
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VISCOSITY The fluid thickness of a coating.

VOC A volatile organic compound is any carbon compound that evaporates under standard test conditions. 
Essentially, all paint and caulk solvents, except water, are classified as VOCs. Some government agencies 
are limiting the amount of volatile organic compounds permitted in paint because of concerns about 
environmental and health effects.

VOLUTE Green Ionic Order capital design featuring large, overscaled scrolls facing one another. It is used to 
decorate the top of a slender, fluted column.

W

WAINSCOTING Materials applied to the bottom third of an interior wall (e.g., bead board, paneling, chair rail molding).

WALLWASHING Glare-free ambient lighting installed at regular intervals around the ceiling or floor to evenly illuminate 
walls.

WASHABILITY The ease with which washing removes dirt from the surface of the paint without causing damage.

WATER-BASED PAINTS Paint made with acrylic, vinyl or other latex resin types and thinned with water. These dry more quickly than 
oil-based paints, have relatively low odor, offer some water vapor permeability and clean up easily. The 
liquid compound is predominantly water.

WATER BLASTER Cleaning equipment that uses water under high pressure.

WATER REPELLENTS Exterior clear finishes specially formulated to cause water to bead up on the surface and minimize water 
penetration into the substrate.

WEATHER ETCH A method of improving the adhesion to a metal substrate by allowing it to weather naturally before 
painting.

WEATHER RESISTANCE The ability of a coating or caulk to withstand the effects of wind, rain, sun and temperature fluctuation, as 
well as retain its appearance and integrity.

WET ADHESION The ability of dry paint or caulk to adhere to the surface despite wet conditions. This is of particular 
importance for exterior paints and caulks.

WET EDGE RETENTION The length of time a newly applied coating can stand and then be brushed or rolled again without showing 
lap marks.

WET FILM THICKNESS Thickness of a liquid film immediately after application, before it begins to dry.

WHITEWASH White paint, thinly applied on a surface, giving an aged or weathered appearance.

WIDOW'S WALK A rooftop platform, said to have been created for widows searching for their husbands lost at sea; often 
found on Victorian homes.

WINDOW A glass opening or glass panel, typically framed in wood or metal, which may be fixed or openable to 
promote air circulation and allow natural light.



GLOSSARY OF TERMS

26

WINDOW FILM A thin layer of UV-rated plastic, which is applied to a window to reduce sun damage; a thin layer of 
patterned plastic applied to a window to create privacy and interest.

WIPING STAIN A stain applied to bare wood, with the excess wiped off before it dries. Mainly for interior use such as trim, 
furniture and floors.

WIRE-BRUSHING Cleaning a surface with a wire brush or wire power brush.

WOOD FILLER A heavily pigmented product used to fill the grain of wood before undercoats or finishes are applied. Used 
on open-grain hardwoods such as oak, ash, walnut and chestnut, and on furniture and trim.

WORK ORDER A signed document specifying work to be completed, including details and illustrations.

WRINKLING A rough, crinkled paint surface that occurs when the topcoat dries before the bottom layer.

Y

YARD A unit of length, often used to measure fabric, equal to three feet or 36 inches.

YELLOWING Developing of a yellow cast in aging paint; most noticeable in the dried films of white paints and clear 
varnishes.


